
Aunt Martha’s 
Quarterly 

A Note from the Staff: 
Due to economic constraints 
and to continue our efforts to 
be more environmentally 
friendly, Aunt Martha’s 
Quarterly Donor Newsletter 
will be available exclusively  
online! Please sign up on our 
website to receive the 
newsletter and other updates 
straight to your e-mail inbox! 
 
There are many ways you can 
reach out and support Aunt 
Martha’s Youth Service Center. 
 
If you would like to make a 
gift to Aunt Martha’s please 
send contributions to: 
 
Aunt Martha’s Youth Service Center 
Hope for our Children Fund 
19990 Governors Highway 
Olympia Fields, IL 60461 
 
OR visit our safe, secure website: 
 

www.auntmarthas.org 
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Volume 1, Edition 2 

The 3rd quarter donor 
newsletter will be available on 

the website in April of 2009. 

Save the Date: 
 

Aunt Martha’s  
8th Annual  

Charity Golf Outing 
 

August 14, 2009 
 

More Information to Come... 

Twenty one years ago, Aunt 
Martha’s Youth Service Center 
developed the Transition to 
Independence Program and 
Shelter (TIPS).  The program 
was designed to address the 
growing needs of homeless 
youth in Chicago’s south 
suburbs.  Now, in addition to 
providing shelter to youth 
between the ages of 17-21 
years old, the TIPS facility is 
used as a drop-in center for 
more than 100 runaway and 
homeless youth per year.  We 
provide a brief, but safe haven 
for these youth to eat, shower, 
wash their clothes and/or use 
our resources to find an 
available placement.  Aunt 
Martha’s  a lso  provides 
transportation assistance so that 
the youth are able to secure 

additional services.  As a 
community based agency, we 
are a visible organization in 
places youth frequent.   Youth 
needing assistance often find 

the TIPS facility through the 
strong word-of-mouth referral 
base, but additionally, street 
outreach is conducted by 
program staff so that homeless 
youth are aware of the program 
and the services available to 
them. 
 
The goal of the program is to 
address  the  immedia te 
problems facing homeless 
youth, first, and then address 
the underlying issues that affect 
their lifelong development and 
independence. We provide a 
safe, stable living environment, 
creating mutual respect and 
effective communication, and 
teach the residents the 
necessary skills to live 
successfully on their own. Long 
stretches of time living on the 
street or from place to place 
leave our youth with medical 
and mental health needs that 
need immediate attention. Once 
stabilized, the youth are 
responsible for going to school 
and ultimately finding and 
maintaining employment.  Each 
youth has an individualized 
self-sufficiency plan. 
 
The TIPS program provides 
services to young adults who 
meet the Housing and Urban 

Aunt Martha’s Youth Service Center’s  
Transition to Independence Program 
and Shelter 

(Continued on Page 2) 



Development definition of 
homeless.  The facility houses up 
to 12 participants; six male and 
six female, at any one time.  The 
program also includes a 
supportive living component 
(two scattered-site apartments) 
in the surrounding area for those 
participants that succeed at the 

transitional living facility and 
need additional support to 
successfully transition to self-
sufficiency.  Frequently those 
youth are young adults who are 
parenting, seeking secondary 
education and/or completing a 
certification program to secure 
employment paying more than 
minimum wage. Aunt Martha’s 
provides services to address the 
needs of the whole person.  Our 

youth are connected with 
behavioral health counselors and 
medical professionals as well as 
participate in training and 
groups on job skills, nutrition, 
life skills, conflict resolution and 
financial management. 
 
A good example of the type of 

youth Aunt Martha’s TIPS’ 
program help is 17 year old 
Precious.  She had been 
essentially homeless, living 
from one place to another 
for several years when she 
arrived on TIPS’ doorstep.  A 
motivated young woman, 
Precious was desperate for a 
stable living arrangement, 
nutritious meals, medical 

examination and assistance 
enrolling back in school.  Once 
her immediate needs were met, 
Precious began to excel.  With 
assistance from the program she 
travels 90 minutes on both buses 
and trains one way to attend a 
college preparatory school.  She 
has recently been accepted by 
two Big 10 schools!  Precious 
demonstrates  a  working 
knowledge of all of the 

independent l iving skills 
necessary to ensure her success. 
 
Funding for the TIPS program 
was recently cut.  The funding 
helped supplement, support and 
sustain youth in the program 
and the community as they 
acquire the needed skills to be an 
independent, productive member 
of society.   This program plays a 
vital role in providing services to 
youth in desperate need of help 
in a safe environment where 
learning is the primary focus.  
Aunt Martha’s is in the process 
of applying for funding that will 
help support the program and 
the participants. 
 
There are things you can do to 
help.  If you are able to help 
provide our youth with items 
that help them set up a small 
efficiency apartment, a job, a 
mentor, groceries or make a cash 
donation, please contact us!  This 
program serves youth in your 
community and is a vital 
resource for the youth!  Without 
this program, youth like Precious 
would feel hopeless and helpless. 

Aunt Martha’s Updates 
TIPS (Continued from Page 1) 

Aunt Martha’s Holiday Gift 
Express gives friends and 
s u p p o r t e r s  a  u n i q u e 
opportunity to positively impact 
the lives of the children, teens 
and families served by Aunt 
Martha's  Youth Service 
Center.  The 2008 Holiday Gift 
Express provided much-needed 
hope for more than 3,000 
children, youth and families. 

This year the Holiday Gift 

Express was a huge success 
thanks to YOU! Your gifts and 
donations provided hope, 
healing and happiness for 
thousands of children, youth 
and families across 11 Illinois 
counties during the holiday 
season. Special thanks to the 
individuals, friends and families 
who donated gifts, time and 
support as well as our 
corporate  he lpers  who 
expanded the holiday hope into 
their communities. 

We hope that you will join us 
again in 2009 to create another 
hopeful year for those in need. 
Information will be available in 
late September.  

Holiday Gift Express 2008 



Aunt Martha’s 5K Walk for Wellness 

 

Saturday, June 13, 2009 
Aunt Martha’s is excited to announce the 
Wellness Walk on June 13, 2009 and we want 
you to be a part of  it! The Walk will bring the 
community together to raise funds for our 
children, youth and teens in order to provide 
them with healthy, fun activities that promote 
wellness. It’s important that the children at 
Aunt Martha’s have healthy opportunities and 
we hope you will join us in our efforts!  
 
How can you help? Gather your family and 
friends and organize a team. The team captain 
can call Sarah Hamilton at (708) 747-7179 
and we will mail a team packet! Registration 
will begin April 10, 2009. Encourage your team 
to set a goal and start raising funds! To help you 
raise money, we’ll provide you with raffle 
tickets! The raffle is for 5 fabulous gift cards 
(Winners need not be present). The team that 
sells the most raffle tickets will receive a special 
award! Each team captain will receive 150 
raffle tickets to sell to your family, friends or  
co-workers. More raffle tickets will be available! 
This will be a great way to reach your team 
goals! (Raffle Tickets are 1 for $1 or 6 for $5).  
 
Where: Vollmer Road Grove  
(On Vollmer Road just between  Cicero & Crawford) 
 

 

 

 

 
Why: To give the children and 
teens in Aunt Martha’s programs 
an opportunity to participate in 
healthy recreational activities. 
 
Fundraising:  Ask family, friends, classmates, co-
workers and neighbors to support you by 
contributing to Aunt Martha’s Walk. They can 
contribute and donate to you directly on Aunt 
Martha’s website! Ask contributors to pay 
before the Walk and to make all checks payable 
to: Aunt Martha’s Youth Service Center. 
 
Walk Day Schedule: 
8:00-9:00 AM Registration 
9:00 AM  Warm-Up, Music & Raffle 
   Drawing 
9:30 AM  Kick-Off, Start Walking! 
11:00 AM  Walk ends with a   
   celebration,  music, snacks 
    and prizes! 
 
• Food, refreshments and restrooms provided 
• Walk is held rain or shine 
 
Contribution forms and money will be accepted 
at the Walk OR anytime before the walk at Aunt 
Martha’s Administration building. Avoid the 
line on Walk Day by sending your contributions 
to: 
Aunt Martha’s Youth Service Center 
Communications Department 
19990 Governors Highway 
Olympia Fields, IL 60461 

Register Today!  
Collect Donations!  
Organize a Team!  

And Make a Difference! 

REGISTER ONLINE @ AUNTMARTHAS.ORG 



Our Donors 

$1,000 AND ABOVE 

Individuals: 
Roger Derstine 
Jerome Dreyfuss 
Barbara Horvath 
Jeffry Koebrich 
Dawn Loughlin 
Shirley Smiddy 
 
Organizations/Companies:  
Drauden Point Middle School 
Government Affairs 
Specialists, Inc. 
Manheim’s Greater Chicago  
   Auto Auction  
Maudie M. Brooks Helping  
   Hand Foundation  
McMaster-Carr Supply Co.  
Roto-Rooter Services Company 
The Emmaus Community  
Wal-Mart 
 

$250 — $999 

Individuals: 
Marie Bankuti 
Donita Beckham 
Andrew Christmas 
Brandi Cooper 
Anna Maria Corsetti 
Flinn Dallis 
Dave Degroot 
Suzanne Dunlap 
Susan Frangella 
Stephen Grabowski 
Paul Manion 
John & Lenore Munger 
Donna Ortiz 
Angela Parrish 
David Pellissier 
Richard Pokorny 
Alice Sartore 
Deborah Watson 
 
Organizations/Companies:  
American Italian Cultural  
   Society  
Benchmark Bank  
Bimba Manufacturing 
Company  
Castle Orthopaedics & Sports  
   Medicine 
 

The following donors 
have contributed to 
Aunt Martha’s in the 
last fiscal quarter. 

John Curran 
Charles Dahncke 
Candice Daniel 
Cynthia Deeg 
Ann Marie Dickett 
Maria Dikkeboom 
James Donovan 
Bill Doran 
Timothy Dornfeld 
Stephen Dulski 
Jill Eitel 
Sue Eitel-Stack 
Yvonne Faster 
Fred Faulstich 
Shawn Fincher 
Christopher Ford 
Jay Foster 
Eleanor Frew 
William Fulton 
Terri Gilbert 
Kathleen Gilkison 
Edward Glassner 
Ann Goldsmith 
Jeannie Goodlet 
Dora Jane Grebner 
Kathleen Hamby 
Mary Kay Hamer 
Stanley Hardy 
Shawntora Harvey 
Yolanda Hayes 
Edward Hearne 
Marcella Henderson 
Harold & Joyce Himmel 
Karen Hoover 
Mary Jane Hopkins 
Dean Hudson 
Marijo Hudzik 
Ruth Ibis 
Connie Iglesias 
John Jansen 
Eugene Jasinski 
Phil Jass 
Nanette Joelson 
Ellen Kaplan 
Venkateswar Kasuganti 
Martha Kay 
Kay Kilbourne 
Bo Hyun Kim 
Thomas King 
Jennie Kirby 
Patricia Kirst 
David Knezz 
Patrick Knezz 
Lucy Kron 
Mary Kulberg 
Mary Kurgan 
David Larson 
John Lashbrook 
Christopher Lazowski 
Lawrence Lee 
Lynne Lee 
Fred Legg 
Marjorie Loggins 
Concha Lozoya 

Thomas Luberda 
Fred Legg 
Marjorie Loggins 
Concha Lozoya 
Thomas Luberda 
Lawrence Lubertozzi 
Donald Luebbers 
Brittani Lyles 
Cheryl Mangan 
Rose Marks 
Jerry Martin 
Matt Martin 
Suzanne Martin 
John Mason 
William Mathis 
Bernadette Maune 
Brett & Janet McGreevy 
Michael & Frae McGuire 
Catherine Melka 
James Melka 
Kenneth Melka 
Ron Melka 
John Meyer 
Robert Paul Meyer 
Vickie Miller 
Lilian Minasian 
Robert D. & Charlotte Moorehea
Anthony Morrisroe 
Amanda Mullins 
Jerome Munda 
Virginia H. Murphy 
Elisha Linn Neely 
Chad Newhouse 
June Nicholson 
Jim Nolting 
Susan O'Herron 
Rose Olsar 
Jan O'Rourke 
Ruth Pancoast 
Anthony Pasquinelli 
Joyce Pechinski 
Art Pedgrift 
David Peer 
Penny Perdue 
Jason Pfeifer 
Jonas Phillips 
Helen Potter 
Vance Primus 
Alfred Reed 
Ned Ring 
Mary Ann Rockrohr 
Graciela Rodriguez 
Jeffery Romig 
Philip Rouse 
Lloyd Rowe 
Beverly Royce 
Gordon Ruedger 
Wesley  Rush 
Joseph & Betty Russo 
Anna Rzeznik 
Matthew Sagraves 
Cathie Santangelo 
Joan Schmitt 
Richard Schraufnagel 

Cruisin' Tigers GTO Club 
EIS Group INC  
Employment Associates 
Group  
First Midwest Bank  
First Presbyterian Church of  
   Homewood 
Ford Automotive Assembly 
Plant  
Gillman Charitable  
   Foundation  
Junior Classic League  
Kay Manufacturing  
Kwasigroch Electric, Inc. 
LabCorp 
Mervis Family Foundation 
Morris Lions Club 
Prince of Peace Lutheran  
   Church 
R & N Machine 
Vista National Insurance  
   Group, Inc. 
 

$1— $249 
Individuals: 
Paul Adcock 
Nina Albrecht 
Joyce Ambrose 
Vi Ames 
Betty Anderson 
Mark Anderson 
Audrey Anewishki Pennington 
Heather Askew 
Estherose Bachrach 
Verna Banks 
Edward Barnes 
Isabel Baxter 
Arcelia Belmonte 
Todd Bendtschneider 
Barbara Bierig 
Goran Birgersson 
Margaret Bishop 
William Black 
Lane Brady 
Richard Brazda 
Mitchell Bressack 
Genevieve Bridge 
Therese Brisard 
Charlotte Brislen 
Gen Brown 
Patricia Brown 
Bette Bulmer 
Betty Byram 
Jennifer Byrd 
Rand Campbell 
Marlene Cannon 
Don Carlson 
Sonia Chapa 
Charles Childress 
Melissa Conway 
Paul Cozza 
 



Our Donors 
Special Thanks to these  

in-kind supporters: 
Best Buy Corporate Office 
Bright Minds Developmental      
  Institute    
Carson Pirie Scott: Chicago Ridge 
Carson Pirie Scott: Matteson  
Charter One Bank   
Chicago Park District   
Chiro-One Wellness Center  
Church of the Holy Family  
Community Christian Church 
Condon Group, Ltd.  
Continental Midland   
Coretta Scott King Magnet School 
Countryside Industries, Inc.  
Crete-Monee Middle School  
Crossroads Community Church 
Feller Business Solutions  
Flossmoor Community Church 
Flossmoor School District 161 
Flossmoor Service League  
GE Remarketing   
Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and  
   Northwest Indiana   
Hinda Incentives   
Hope Lutheran Church  
Idlewild Country Club  
Innovative Healthcare  
Kankakee Daily Journal  
Korean United Methodist Church 
Marks & Company   
McGraw-Hill Higher Education 
McShane Construction Company 
Millennium School   
Mocha Moms    
National Council of Jewish Women 
North Aurora Seventh-day  
   Adventist School  
Orchard Road Animal Hospital 
Our Savior Lutheran Church  
Palos Hospital    
Payless Shoesource 
RE/MAX South Suburban  
Silliker, Inc.    
Spirit of Liberty Church of God 
St. James Senior Estates  
St. Luke United Church of Christ 
St. Mary Immaculate Church 
St. Pat’s Church Giving Tree 
Suburban Service League  
TakeCare Health Clinic  
Timberland 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
TMS Psychological Services  
U.S. Secret Service   
Unity Temple Unitarian Universalist    
   Congregation   
US EPA    
Winpak Portion Packaging 

Individuals: 
Torian Anderson   
Dutchess Artis   
Dean Batogowski   
Donna Blum   
John Bowen   
Louise Brown   
Margarita Buckner   
Kathy Carnahan   
Jeremy Chaseley   
Jackie Connolly   
LaNae Davis   
Deborah Emory   
Tina Evoy   
Jerry Fenderson   
Viethel Fields   
Bob Fox   
Patricia Freeman   
Luke Fuller   
Silretta Graves   
Frank Harth   
Theresa Hersburger   
Alvin Hintz   
Jamison Ihrke   
Kimberly Jackson   
Terri Johnson-Jones   
Tracy Kalfis   
Larry Karger   
James Karger   
Charlotte Kelly 
Scott Lair 
C. Gary Leofanti  
Anne Marie Leofanti   
Krista & Greg Leofanti 
Steve Marquardt   
Irene Perkins 
Angela Revis   
Elliot Richardson   
Pat Sardiga   
Phil Schmehl   
John Turner 
Ed Vincent   
James Vinyard & Miss Ashle Staten 
Amy Weber 
Isela Williams 
Janet Wols   
Angela Wright   
Carolyn Zuzich 
 

Organizations/Companies:  
200 Cut Rate Produce & Grocery 
Applied Systems   
AT & T    
Athletico    
Bath & Body Works 
Beecher Junior High School 

Laura Schreiber 
Karalyn Seida 
Richard Seitz 
Kathleen Shannon 
Patrick Shannon 
Daniel Snyder 
William Spicer 
Janice Stein 
Ronald Stovall 
Elaine Swift 
Donald Thomas 
Dorothy Todd 
Jo Ann Tomczak 
Dolores Toole 
Anthony Vallone 
Edward Walsh 
James Weicker 
Judith Weingartner 
William Wesender 
Enid White 
Philip White 
Wendy Whyte 
Stanley E. Wilczynski 
Tennille Winfrey 
Quandtralene Wright 
Gary Wurzer 
Lou Ann Young 
Therese Young 
Kelly Zybak 
 
Organizations: 
A Better Door & Window Co.  
Chain Reaction Partners, Inc. 
Clover Club 
CTT Electric LLC, Operating 
   Account 
Dental Health Products, Inc. 
Dream Living Center, Inc. 
First Christian Church  
   Disciples of Christ 
Gineris & Associates, Ltd. 
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation 
Longwood Farms Neighborhood  
   Connection 
Martin Whalen Office Solutions, Inc. 
Premiere Obstetrics &  
   Gynecology, Inc 
Prince of Peace Women of the  
   ELCA 
Security Venture, Inc. 
South Suburban Family Shelter 
St. James United Methodist Church 
Sweet Tomatoes & Souplantation 
South Suburban Juvenile  
   Officers Association 
The Pooch Parlor 
Triangle United Way 
Willam H. Metz & Associates 



The previous donors contributed 
financially to Aunt Martha’s 
Youth Service Center, Inc. & 
Healthcare Network from 
September 25, 2008 through 
December 31, 2008. We are 
deeply grateful for the kindness 
and generosity of all our friends, 
volunteers and donors. For more 
detailed information on your 
contribution or for any 
corrections or omissions, please 
contact Sarah Hamilton, 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  & 
Development Liaison, at  
(708) 747-7179 or via email at 
shamilton@auntmarthas.org. 
Thank you for making a lasting 
difference in the lives of 
children, youth and families 
served by Aunt Martha’s.  

Tribute Gifts 
Aunt Martha’s is proud to 

extend thanks and appreciation 
to those who generously gave a 

gift on behalf of a friend or 
loved one.  

Madeline Santangelo: 
In Memory of Angela Leofanti 
In Memory of Mary Anastasi 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Himmel: 
• Congratulations to Mr. & 

Mrs. Robert Bachrach on a 
new great-grandchild 

• Anniversary Congratulations 
to Mr. & Mrs. Dan Snyder 

• Birthday wishes to Mrs. Alan 
Hertz 

 
Marlene Cannon: 
In Memory of Nancy Leverenz  
    Lowenstein 
 
Madeline & Thomas Santagelo,  
Marion & Bob Panico, Robert S. 
Panico, Grace Sacco: 
In Memory of Matthew Ferraro 

Aunt Martha’s Behavioral Health 
Division has been awarded a grant 
from the Illinois Children’s 
Healthcare Foundation to expand 
primary and mental health 
integration in our Vermilion Area 
Community Health Center. This 
project will involve the primary 
care provider directly in the care 
of a child’s mental health care. It 
will increase the capacity of the 
mental health system and integrate 
physical health and mental health 
services while embracing a 
medical home model for children. 
 
In collaboration with the 
Vermilion County Mental Health 
Board, the Center for Children’s 
Services (CCS) and Crosspoint 
Health Services, a new process will 
initiate a school triage program for 
children ages 6-14.  Two full time 
mental health therapists, funded by 
the County Mental Health Board, 
will help school personnel 

throughout the county identify 
students experiencing behavioral/
emotional problems that may need 
mental health services, but not 
require crisis assessment and 
services delivered through the 
Screening Assessment and Support 
Services (SASS) system.  The new 
program will establish a referral 
process within the local school 
districts, provide triage services to 
children referred to the program 
and talk with parents to help them 

determine the services their 
children need.   Parents can be 
referred to schedule a medical 
appointment at the Vermilion Area 
Community Health Center for 
further mental health screening 
and assessment. The school triage 
program will facilitate the 
appointment, including attending 
the appointment with the parent 
and child if possible. 
 
Based on the primary care 
providers own assessment or the 
assessments completed by the 
Clinical Social Worker or 
psychiatrist the provider will 
recommend the appropriate level 
of care which may include: 
 
� Medication management by the 
primary care provider. 
 
� Therapy services (individual 
and/or group) by the Behavioral 
Health LCPC/LCSW or the Center 
for Children’s Services therapist 
Psychiatric evaluation and 
medication management by the 
Aunt Martha’s child psychiatrist 
for high risk patients. 

Aunt Martha’s will be able to hire 
a full time licensed clinician, an 
additional Care Manager and 
receive funding to help build out 
space at the Vermilion Area 
Community Health Center that will 
include five offices and a 
conference room to provide 
treatment and educational sessions.  
The targeted start date is March 1, 
2009. 

This grant represents another 
milestone in the Behavioral Health 
Division’s mission of providing 
increased access to mental health 
services throughout our service 
region. 

Our Donors 
Behavioral Health Update 

THANK YOU! 



Photos 

A special thanks to all the students and faculty who made the Drauden Point Middle 
School Santa’s Workshop a HUGE success! 

Students and staff 
from Coretta Scott 
King Magnet School 
in University Park, 
IL sorted gifts and 
were a great help 
during the Holiday 
Gift Express! 

On a cold winter day, Chiro One Wellness Centers delivered a truck full of gifts with Santa to 
help! Chiro One was instrumental in making this year’s Holiday Gift one of the best yet for 

many of the children, youth & families in Aunt Martha’s programs! 


